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Hi my name is Joe Riley, I am from the north east of England, I am 26 years of 
age. 
 
I played for Bob Martin and Craig Lynch at East Durham Academy for 3 years 
from 1999-2002, then i went into coaching and have now done so for about 5 
years, started with community work, worked in a sports college, coached 
National League for Billy Spragg at Gateshead Wolves working alongside Lee 
Davie for 3 years...and since I started coaching 5 years ago I have been working 
part time night shift, coaching in primary schools during the day and coaching 
national league in the evening.... not much sleep going on....I know!!! 
  
I spoke to a lot of coaches in my first few years of coaching, asking for advice, 
but I was very frustrated by some of the answers I was getting, I felt I lacked a 
direction to go in, I knew what end product I wanted from my players, but was not 
clear on how to get there, so.... 
  
At a Nike camp in the north east, I spoke to Tony G, he doesn’t know me, but I 
knew him from his Eagles days.... I asked him if he had any advice, and how I 
could learn etc .. he told me to go to the States....but at that time Spain were 
world champs, so I thought maybe looking at European basketball was the way 
to go. 
  
I wrote to the top 3 or 4 teams around the European leagues asking if I could 
visit, watch and learn, several teams got back to me but one club seemed very 
friendly, that was "CLUB ESTUDIANTES" of Madrid, since my first visit in 2007, I 
have been back 3 more times, staying for 3-4 days, and each time I go I just sit 
and watch them coach their youth teams for 7 hrs a day from the small fries to 
the large fries... and I would write down EVERYTHING. Afterwards I would sit 
with their coaches and quiz them on anything I need to know, what fundamentals 
they teach, why they did certain drills, why the defenders had a basketball too, 
why the u16s got told not to look at who they are passing to??? Why do the u20s 
roll on the floor when they get beat in a shooting competition??? 
  
All odd to me, but when you hear the answers, its always so obvious.... 
  
Everything in Madrid was opposite to how I was taught to play.... and I was 
taught by some of the best!!! 
  
Neither way is wrong... but as a wise man once told me "there are many roads to 
Jerusalem...!" 
  
It’s amazing how different things are over in Spain, different approaches, 
philosophies and ideas. I learn so much. 
 
 



  
My many trips over to Madrid paid off... 
 
They loved my passion, enthusiasm and most of all the fact that I had made the 
effort to go over there just to learn, so they offered me an assistant coach’s role 
with one of their u16s teams. I have given up all my work in the UK, got some 
money together, and I am writing this blog on my first night in my hostel here in 
Madrid... I’m planning on staying here for one season and seeing what happens 
when I come back...WWFD!!! 
  
Thanks 
  
Joe riley 


